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Happy New Year everyone! Well, the trackside world is a
little down-played right now. Most Canadian racers have
their cars in hibemnation. Quite a few have spoken about
all the improvements and restorations they'll be making to
their cars this winter. Only a limited set have actually
braved the cold garages and picked up their wrenches. By
the way - this happens every year. It's kind of like ground
hog day — the racers poke their heads into their storage
garages and consider “it’s only 10 more weeks to the first
race... 1 don't have to work on the car yet..."” And then
they go back into their dens and watch 3 more re-runs of
last year's races on Speed Channel. If only it could be
determined that watching racing on TV really improves
your skills when you got to the track. (Ah well — it does
improve your bench racing skills!)

As a winter topic — 1 thought I'd focus on the Ontario 7
Car’s connection with the regional racing administrator,
CASC-OR. Ahhh... did you even know there was a
connection? Did you know that our club is CASC-OR
affiliated? (Or what CASC-OR really is?)

Okay... so first off — what is CASC-OR? And if it's so
important why haven't you heard of it before? 1 used to
think the exact same thing. But after attending the CASC-
OR Annual General Meeting on behalf of Ontario Z Car
on November 13th, 1 can safely say I"ve been saturated with
some first hand knowledge! And feeling like a responsible
club member, and realizing that the Ontario Z Car is
actually an affiliated car club of CASC-OR, 1 thought it'd
be important to relay to our members the FAQs!

What is CASC-OR?

CASC-OR stands for the Canadian Automobile Sport
Clubs, Ontario Region (www.casc.on.ca). (Note that the
“OR" part is important when discussing CASC, even in a
legal sense, there are other CASCs in other regions and it's
not appropriate to misquote the region!) They are directed
by ASN Canada (The Autorité Sportive Nationale du
Canada, www.asncanada.com) who is in tumn directed by
the FIA (The Fédération Internationale de 1’ Automobile,
www.fia.com) who is the governing body of motorsport
world wide. COOL - that means Ontario Z Car is actually
a relative of F1. (Do you think they’ll offer us pit passes
or potentially let us drive a test day???)

What does CASC-OR do?

CASC-OR is a non-profit organization that organizes and
looks out for the best interests of car clubs in the Ontario
Region. They are the head of Race Ontario (all closed
wheel and open wheel racing in Ontario), Solo 1 (Timed
lapping events), Solo 2 (Autocross events), MMIS
(Marshalling Services) and car clubs all over the Ontario
Region (over 30 of them!). It appears that the only type of
motorsport in Ontario that isn't associated to CASC-OR is
Rally (who have their own organization). Drift Nation
(where we see a lot of Datsun/Nissan participation) is even
a CASC-OR affiliated club.

Over the last couple of years CASC-OR has received a
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huge makeover. Their current president John Bondar has
done a fantastic job of looking to the community for ideas
and support to grow motorsports across all clubs. He has
considered that CASC-OR has typically focused on
regional racing and forgotten about the by-standing car
clubs. Their Board has taken some steps to improving the
car club focus — and looks to improve that even more in
the future.

How does that affect us?

Ontario Z Car is an affiliated car club of CASC-OR. This
means quite a few things, it all depends on what we want
o take advantage of and to what level we want to
participate:

+ Have our say and get involved — Ontario Z Car is the
second largest affiliated club (by membership numbers)
surpassed only by the Motorsports Club of Ottawa
(MCO)! This means that we have a lot of say on what
happens at CASC-OR. Every year member delegates
from the affiliated clubs can attend and vote on the Board
Positions and issues presented by CASC-OR. Members of
affiliated clubs can also get involved and run for positions
on the CASC-OR Board. Issues presented at the Annual
General Meeting in November 2004 included presentation
of Privacy Policy acts; potential government legislation
that might hold negligent event organizers libel for accidents
that occur at a club event; the creation of a universal
members database for all car clubs and online registration,
renewal and special promotions for registered members.

* Take advantage of event and club insurance — Event
insurance is really one of the big reasons that car clubs
become affilisted with CASC-OR. ASN Canada
negotiates a new motorspaort insurance policy every year.
This policy is tailored to motorsports events and provides
unique coverage at an affordable rate that simply would
not be available to car clubs seeking coverage on an
individual basis. In this day and age event insurance is
essential to protect both the organizers and the
participants. In Ontario, access to coverages under this
policy is granted exclusively to CASC-OR affiliated clubs.
(Information is available on this insurance coverage at
www.asncanada.com,/index2.html)

* Promote our events — One of CASC-OR's big tasks
going forward is to increase promotion and expand media
coverage of motorsports in Ontario — at all levels. CASC-
OR is the region’s first motorsport contact for media and
corporate interests. And as an affiliated club, we can
certainly benefit from this coverage. Magazines like
Inside Track and Grassroots Motorsports (with their new
Canadian edition!) are extremely interested in covering
events. Wouldn't it be great to see Zedfest coverage on a
more regional level??? (But remember it’s up to us to
promaote our own club and events — CASC-OR provides
the inroads). As a point of interest CASC-OR administers
a couple of race series — but it is actually the affiliated car
clubs like BARC, BEMC and CRDA that host the
weekend of racing. So it just goes to show you how a club



inspired event can be assisted by CASC-OR.
1 suspect CASC-OR would be more than
happy 1o step in and help out with a MNational
Z Convention if and when that goes forward.
Why not take advantage of promotional
infrastructure and relationships where they
already exist?

« Communicate with other clubs — Affiliated
clubs have access to a pool of facilities and
equipment, and Ontario’s most extensive and
organized network of event officials. Do we
need marshals for a track day? How about
cones for an aumocross? Do we want to plan
a bigger event combined with another car
club? Maybe another club needs some
assistance from our membership. What
better resources than a bunch of car-nuts
from one car club assisting the car-nuts from
another club? Tapping into an experienced
set of resources can save some organization
headaches and increase participation — and fun!

» Participate in Online Forums — Last year a
major overhaul was done to the CASC-OR
website (www.casc.on.ca). It now is a
“central hub” for news, event listings, bulletins
and an online forum for motorsports in
Ontario. With an increased participation from
the affiliated car clubs this should see more
activity in the non-racing interess.

» Special Promotions — Another area of
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improvement on the CASC-OR agenda is to
increase member's benefits. A Members
Only area of the website has been developed
where club-affiliated members can take
advantage of special offers, deals etc, How
about a discount on tires? Every zed owner
could use that! CASC-OR had it for2004 and
is working on that and much more for 2005!
Stay tuned — we'll provide more information
when the details are released.

» Awards to be celebrated, people to be
recognized - And as with most organizations
there is an end of the year banquet where
awards are presented and contributions
recognized. A gala dinner in all the finest
(2004’s feature presentation and guest was to
Ron Fellows, and the emcee was Dream Car
Garage's Tom Hnatiw). Did you know that
Ontario Z Car has won awards? Zedline has
won awards for the best club newsletters in
the Under and Over 100 member categories
in many of the past years. Trophies and a
monetary reward were a welcomed thank-
you gesture for club participation.

« Ask for assistance and anything else we can
think of — CASC-OR’s increased open-door
policy has encouraged car clubs to participate
and seek assistance on a wide array of
issues/questions. If Ontario Z Car feels that
there is something they need or an id¢a
lhey d like to explom there’s

infrastructure there 10 support us.
And what about our responsibility to CASC-OR?

And in return, what is our responsibility as an
affiliated club? CASC-OR maintains
standards of affiliation to ensure that
affiliated clubs are based on principles
consistent with the sport's best interest
Clubs must be registered as Ontario non-
profit corporations, maintaining a schedule of
regular meetings held under observance of
common procedural practice (those would be
our monthly club meetings!) There is an
affiliation fee {SSUﬂfycaﬂ — which is a
bargain considering the savings in insurance
costs alone. In the past, there was actually a
fee-per-member cost, but in improving their car-
club focus, CASC-OR changed the fee structure
to be much more affordable, and to not penalize
larger clubs with larger fees (like us!).

1 guess the summary is that CASC-OR is
there for us. They do care about our
existence and want to help us grow as a club
and look out for our best interests. But like
every relationship, it’s a two-way street. We
need to stay active and participate for our
own clubs interest. Ontario Z Car has a long
history and a current participation level 1o be
proud of. The sky’s the limit as to what we
can do — don’t be afraid to give it a try!l!

"‘|r' i

||_I [|"" | il

|
) '-"H il J|III!_J*”|[I I L,,.ul

ETTTMES e
llli.ﬂj

1-800-665-8458 * FAX # 519-756-0121
20% Discount to Club Memhers
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